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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 


Thursday, July 6, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon return started out slow, but has been coming on as a strong, late run. The chum run is 
continuing to hold up providing opportunity for the Common Property Fishery (CPF). Recent drone video 
shows chum salmon are still entering Lake Bay with a surplus beyond brood stock needs. Brood stock 
needs are approximately 200,000 fish depending on the male to female ratio. About 75,000 fish are 
inside the barrier net at this time and additional fish are starting to stack up against the barrier net. 
Commercial fishing inside a portion of the SHA will be pulsed to catch newly arriving chum salmon and 
still maintain the hatchery brood stock. A recommendation was made to ADF&G to liberalize the CPF to 
harvest any additional returning chum salmon. Efforts to conserve the wild stock Coghill Lake sockeye 
salmon will also play into the amount of time and area allowed for the commercial fishery. The chum 
salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 7/3 was 1,450,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 444,000 chum 
salmon of that total.  


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is falling well short of the 1.15 million fish return forecast. Total 
harvest as of 7/3 in the Eshamy District is approximately 372,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF 
fishery. MBH is still attempting to capture brood fish this week. Most of the fish captured to date have 
been jack salmon that are not usable. These jack salmon are all males and average between 2 and 3 
pounds. Most are able to swim through the gillnet gear and end up at the hatchery. The AGZ was closed 
in an effort to allow larger adult salmon into the hatchery. 


 


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery is now only slightly behind forecast. Approximately, 
329,000 chum salmon have been harvested as of 7/3. 


 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/3 is approximately 389,000 fish. The pink salmon harvest 
at Port Chalmers is starting to increase.  
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Thursday, July 13, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


Fresh chum salmon are still arriving. The peak of the three year component appears to be showing up at 
this time. The large return of pink salmon to Eastern Prince William Sound has impacted the processing 
capacity and has resulted in limits being imposed on the gillnet fleet harvesting chum salmon. In some 
cases, some processors have temporarily stopped buying chum salmon from the gillnet fleet.  Chum 
salmon egg take started on July 7, and as of July 12, was 50% complete. The hatchery is using about 
15,000 fish a day at their current pace.  An estimated 100,000 fish are inside the barrier net at this time. 
With new fish entering the SHA, the area open for commercial fishing inside the SHA has been expanded 
to catch chum salmon beyond the needs of the hatchery. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District 
as of 7/9 was just over 2,040,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 444,000 chum salmon of that total.  


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is short of the 1.15 million fish return forecast. Total harvest as of 
7/9 in the Eshamy District is approximately 419,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF fishery. MBH is 
continuing to capture brood fish this week. As of July 13, the hatchery has removed approximately 
34,000 jack salmon and has retained 5,331 large adults. The hatchery needs between 10,000 and 11,000 
large adults. Main Bay was closed this period to try to increase the number of large adult salmon 
entering the brood area.   


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery is very close to forecast. Approximately, 368,000 
chum salmon have been harvested as of 7/8. The chum harvest at AFK has slowed considerably. 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/11 is approximately 491,000 fish, which is above forecast. 
Chum salmon are starting to slow at that location. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Thursday, August 3, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


PWSAC has harvested just over 195,000 pink salmon for Cost Recovery (C/R) at this hatchery as of Aug 2. 
Run entry appears to be later than normal. Fish size has ranged from 3.5 to 4.0 pounds. On July 31, there 
were 29% females in the cost recovery catch.  The C/R harvest on July 31, was just over 72,000 fish and 
just over 57,000 fish on Aug. 2.  Cost recovery fishing will continue on days without a commercial fishery 
common property fishery. 


AFK Hatchery: 


As of August 2, just over 425,000 pink salmon have been harvested in the cost recovery fishery. 
The run entry has increased significantly in the last two days. On July 31, there were 30% 
female in the cost recovery harvest with average weights of about 4 pounds. The C/R harvest 
on July 31, was just over 97,000 fish and just over 151,000 fish on Aug 2. Cost recovery will 
continue on every day the common property commercial fishery is closed.  


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon have been slow to arrive at Cannery Creek hatchery with about 20,000 pink 
salmon in the SHA and THA. The hatchery has not reported seeing any significant increase in 
pink salmon. However, pink salmon in this area tend to be scattered small schools until later 
when they start to home into the hatchery. No cost recovery has occurred at this hatchery at 
this time and as such no female percentage data is available.  


PWSAC 


As of August 2, PWSAC has recovered just over 34% of the revenue goal for pink salmon. Cost 
recovery fisheries will continue as fishing time allows. Run entry is slightly behind normal based 
on the female percentages. Run entry is expected to increase in the following week with the 
building tide series. 


 


 


 





		PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates






PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 


Monday, July 3, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon return timing is behind the forecast return. However, the chum run is continuing to 
hold up providing opportunity for the Common Property Fishery (CPF). A recent aerial survey by ADF&G 
estimates between 250,000 – 300,000 chum salmon inside the SHA. Brood stock needs are 
approximately 200,000 fish depending on the male to female ratio. About 20,000 fish are inside the 
barrier net at this time. Fish are still not interested in approaching close to the hatchery and freshwater. 
The area open to the CPF has been enlarged to include a portion of the SHA to harvest some of the 
chum salmon in that area.  Until these fish move into the barrier net it will not be possible to open more 
area in the SHA. It may take a few more days before they mature enough to approach the facility. A 
recommendation was made to ADF&G to liberalize the CPF to harvest any additional returning chum 
salmon. Efforts to conserve the wild stock Coghill Lake sockeye salmon will also play into the amount of 
time and area allowed for the commercial fishery. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 
7/1 was 1,100,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 444,000 chum salmon of that total.  


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is lagging behind the 1.15 million fish return forecast. Total harvest 
as of 7/1 in the Eshamy District is approximately 330,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF fishery. 
MBH is attempting to capture brood fish this week as the female percentage is approximately 50%. 
Many of the fish captured to date have been jack salmon that are not usable. These jack salmon are all 
males and average between 2 and 3 pounds. Most are able to swim through the gillnet gear and end up 
at the hatchery. The AGZ was closed in an effort to allow larger adult salmon into the hatchery. 


 


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery slowed last week, and is still behind forecast. 
Approximately, 289,000 chum salmon have been harvested as of 7/1. 


 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/1 is approximately 373,000 fish. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries  Updates 
 


Thursday, June 22,  2017 
 


Chum  Salmon Update 
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


 
The chum salmon returns are still  lagging  behind  the forecast return.  Chum  salmon  cost recovery started  
on June  15th.  As  of Wednesday 6/21 just over 375,000 chum  salmon  have  been  harvested from  the 
Coghill District. PWSAC has harvested 300,582 chum  salmon  as  of 6/21.  PWSAC  is  at  69%  of the  chum 
salmon  cost  recovery goal.  We  are  not  harvesting  chum  salmon  on  Thursday 6/22  because  of the 
common property fishery in the Eastern  and  SE  districts.  Tuesday's female  percentage  was  35%.  The 
average weight  on  Wednesday was around  8.3  lbs. The  age  composition of harvested  chum  salmon on 
6/20 was: 4 year old = 49%, 5 year old= 46% and 6 year old= 5%.  If run  entry  remains  at the  same  levels 
we anticipate completing cost recovery on chum salmon around June 25. Adult chum salmon are very 
reluctant to  enter  into  Lake  Bay  at  the  hatchery.  We  have  not  been  able  to  capture  any  fish  for brood 
yet since  no  fish  are  entering the bay. 


 


 
Main  Bay Hatchery: 


 
The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is starting to lag behind  the  1.15  million  fish  return  forecast as  well. 
Total harvest as of yesterday in the Eshamy District is just over 107,100 sockeye  salmon all  caught  in  the  
CPF fishery.  No  brood  stock  have  been  captured  at  MBH yet. 


 
 


AFK  Hatchery: 
 
The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery is lagging behind forecast as well. Approximately 
46,500 chum  salmon  have  been  harvest as  of 6/21 


 
 


Port Chalmers: 
 


Chum salmon harvest at Port Chalmers has slowed after the initial high harvest rates since the  
fleet has been restricted to a smaller area. Total harvest as of 6/21  is  approximately 222,800 
chum salmon. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, July 17, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The purse seine fleet was allowed into the WNH SHA to harvest excess chum salmon on Saturday, July 
15.  In the 84 hour fishing period that started on Thursday July 13, over 470,000 chum salmon were 
harvested. This includes both gill net and purse seine harvest. The SHA is still open to purse seine 
harvest as excess chum salmon beyond hatchery needs remain.  Chum salmon egg take started on July 
7, and it is estimated to reach the egg take goal by July 19. An estimated 75,000 fish are inside the 
barrier net at this time. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 7/16 was just over 
2,750,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 444,000 chum salmon of that total. In addition, PWSAC has used just 
over 121,000 fish for brood stock. The brood stock has been close to 75 % female which will result in less 
than anticipated fish needed to reach the egg take goal. 


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return to the Eshamy District is short of the 1.15 million fish return 
forecast. Total harvest as of 7/13 in the Eshamy District is approximately 431,000 sockeye salmon all 
caught in the CPF fishery. MBH completed capturing brood fish on Saturday afternoon July 15.  The 
hatchery removed just over 39,000 jack salmon and retained approximately 9,000 large adults. The Main 
Bay Subsection including the THA, SHA and AGZ up to the barrier net were open to commercial fishing 
on Monday, July 17. The PWSAC Dive team will be removing anchors from the bottom of the barrier net 
this week. As soon as the dive team has completed their work, adjustments will be made to the barrier 
seine so that additional open area can be made available to harvest surplus salmon. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery is very close to forecast. Because of reduced effort 
the actual harvest number is not available at this time. Pink salmon harvest in that area is 
increasing with most of the fish captured belonging to wild systems and the Valdez hatchery. 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/15 is approximately 509,000 fish, which is above forecast. 
The chum salmon harvest is slowing at that location. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, August 7, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


PWSAC has harvested just over 260,000 pink salmon for Cost Recovery (C/R) at this hatchery as of 
August 6. Run entry appears to be later than normal. Fish size has ranged from 3.5 to 4.0 pounds. On 
August 5, there were 24% females in the cost recovery catch.  The C/R harvest on August 5, was just 
over 49,000 fish.  Cost recovery fishing will continue on days without a common property fishery. 


AFK Hatchery: 


As of August 6, just over 709,000 pink salmon have been harvested in the cost recovery fishery. 
The run entry has increased significantly in the last two days. On August 5, there were 27% 
females in the cost recovery harvest with average weights of about 4 pounds. The C/R harvest 
on August 5, was almost 185,000 fish. Cost recovery will continue on every day the common 
property fishery is closed.  


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon have been slow to arrive at Cannery Creek hatchery with about 50,000 pink 
salmon in the SHA and THA. The hatchery reported seeing an increase in pink salmon. However, 
pink salmon in this area tend to be scattered small schools until later when they start to home 
into the hatchery. No cost recovery has occurred at this hatchery at this time and as such no 
female percentage data is available.  


PWSAC 


As of August 6, PWSAC has recovered just over 53% of the revenue goal for pink salmon. Cost 
recovery fisheries will continue as fishing time allows. Run entry is slightly behind normal based 
on the female percentages. Run entry is expected to increase in the following week with the 
building tide series. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 


Monday, June 26, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon returns are behind the forecast return. Chum salmon cost recovery started on June 
15th  and was completed on June 24.  The hatchery is estimating about 75,000 chum salmon in Lake Bay. 
Brood stock needs will be between 175,000 and 200,000 fish depending on the male to female ratio. No 
fish are inside the barrier net at this time. The net has been sunk in places to allow entry, but the fish are 
still quite green and not interested in approaching close to the hatchery. It may take a few days before 
they mature enough to approach the facility. A recommendation was made to ADF&G to liberalize the 
common property fishery since the cost recovery fishery is complete. Efforts to conserve the wild stock 
Coghill Lake sockeye salmon will also play into the amount of time and area allowed for the commercial 
fishery. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 6/25 was 584,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 
444,000 chum salmon of that total to complete the cost recovery goal. The female percentage from the 
last sales harvest was approximately 50%. The average weight was approximately 8.0 lbs.  


 


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is lagging behind the 1.15 million fish return forecast as well. Total 
harvest as of 6/25 in the Eshamy District is just over 155,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF 
fishery. MBH will attempt to capture brood fish this week as the female percentage is approximately 
50%. 


 


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery picked up last week, but is still behind forecast. 
Approximately 105,000 chum salmon have been harvested as of 6/25. 


 


Port Chalmers: 


Chum salmon harvest at Port Chalmers has slowed after the initial high harvest rates since the 
fleet has been restricted to a smaller area. Recent harvest data is not available because of the 
timing of the fishery open periods. Total harvest as of 6/21 is approximately 222,800 chum 
salmon. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Friday, August 18, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


Run entry appears to be late and weaker than forecast. The hatchery has been collecting brood stock for 
7 days and has approximately 150,000 pink salmon behind the barrier seine as of the morning of August 
18. This hatchery needs approximately 285,000 pink salmon for brood stock. Run entry has been slow, 
but has shown some improvement this morning probably because fish are passing through the SW 
District. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The hatchery started collecting brood stock on August 12 and has approximately 190,000 pink 
salmon in the SHA. This hatchery needs 345,000 pinks salmon for brood stock. Run entry has 
improved this morning since fish are being allowed through the SW District. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon brood stock at Cannery Creek hatchery has remained the same at 
approximately 200,000 pink salmon. It is anticipated that a higher percentage of female salmon 
will enter the Cannery Creek sub district now to finish the brood stock needs. This hatchery 
needs approximately 360,000 pink salmon for brood stock needs 


PWSAC 


Run entry is slightly behind normal and appears to be less than forecast at Cannery Creek and 
Wally Noerenberg hatcheries. Each hatchery needs approximately 150,000 brood stock at this 
time to meet brood stock needs. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Friday, September 1, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 40% complete on their egg 
take goal and has used about 50% of their available brood stock. The female percentage has remained 
about 40%, which has impacted the ability to reach the goal with the available brood. The egg take goal 
is 148 million pink salmon eggs. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The Annual Management Plans for AFK and WNH have been amended to allow some eggs to be taken at 
AFK hatchery and transferred to WNH if the WNH comes up short on their egg take goal. With that in 
mind additional brood fish will be needed at the AFK hatchery to make up the potential short fall at 
WNH. The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 33% complete on 
their egg take goal and has used about 33% of their brood. The female to male ratio is about 50%. The 
egg take goal is 190 million pink salmon eggs. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 20% complete on their egg 
take goal. The female percentage has been very low at about 33%.  Extra fish will be needed to make the 
egg take goal at these low female percentages. It is anticipated that the fish holding in the THA will have 
a higher percentage of females. The egg take goal is 187 million pink salmon eggs.  


PWSAC 


Recent high water events have impacted the hatcheries brood stock. Many fish have keyed on small 
nearby streams and may not move to the hatchery. Those fish will be lost as brood stock reducing fish 
available for the hatchery. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, July 31, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


PWSAC has harvested just over 65,000 pink Salmon for Cost Recovery at this hatchery as of July 30. Run 
entry appears to be later than normal. Fish size has ranged from 3.5 to 4.0 pounds on average. Cost 
recovery fishing will continue on days without a commercial fishery common property fishery. 


AFK Hatchery: 


Pink salmon cost recovery started July 27. As of July 30, just over 176,000 pink salmon have 
been harvested from the bay in front of this facility. Cost Recovery operations will continue on 
every day the common property commercial fishery is closed.  


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


A few pink salmon have arrived at Cannery Creek hatchery. However, pink salmon in this area 
tend to be scattered small schools until later when they start to home into the hatchery. No 
cost recovery has occurred at this hatchery at this time.  


PWSAC 


As of July 30, PWSAC has recovered just over 13% of the revenue goal for pink salmon. Cost 
recovery fisheries will continue as fishing time allows. Run entry is slightly behind normal, and 
run entry is expected to increase in the following week. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, August 21, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The hatchery has been collecting brood stock for 10 days and has approximately 200,000 pink salmon 
behind the barrier seine and 20,000 outside the seine as of the morning of August 21. This hatchery 
needs approximately 300,000 pink salmon for brood stock. Run entry has been slow, but has shown 
some improvement probably because of the big tide series and fish passing through the SW District 
unimpeded. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The hatchery started collecting brood stock on August 12, and has approximately 320,000 pink 
salmon in the SHA. This hatchery needs a minimum of 350,000 pinks salmon for brood stock. A 
request has been made to ADF&G to amend the Annual Management Plans for AFK and WNH 
to allow some eggs to be taken at AFK hatchery and transferred to WNH if the WNH comes up 
short on brood fish. With that in mind additional brood fish will be needed at the AFK hatchery 
to make up the potential short fall at WNH. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon brood stock at Cannery Creek hatchery has increased with approximately 
220,000 pink salmon by the hatchery and another 80,000 in the THA. This hatchery needs a 
minimum of 360,000 pink salmon for brood stock needs. Some additional fish will be needed 
for creek escapement beyond the hatchery brood stock. 


PWSAC 


Run entry is slightly behind normal and appears to be less than forecast at Cannery Creek and 
Wally Noerenberg hatcheries. Each hatchery needs an additional 50,000  - 75,000  brood stock 
at this time. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
 


Monday, June 19, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon returns are lagging behind the forecast return. Chum salmon cost recovery started on 
June 15th, as fish were not available prior to that time.  As of Sunday 6/19 just over 210,000 chum 
salmon have been harvested from the Coghill District. Most of those are from Cost Recovery. PWSAC is 
at 42% of the chum salmon cost recovery goal. We are harvesting approximately 500,000 lbs./day at this 
time. Yesterday’s female percentage was 28% with average weights around 8.8 lbs. If run entry remains 
at the same levels we anticipate completing cost recovery on chum salmon around June 24.  


 
Main Bay Hatchery: 
The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is starting to lag behind the 1.15 million fish return forecast as 
well. Total harvest as of yesterday in the Eshamy District is just over 52,000 sockeye salmon all caught in 
the CPF fishery. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 


Monday, July 10, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon return is still going strong. Recent drone video shows that chum salmon are still 
entering Lake Bay showing a surplus beyond brood stock needs. Chum salmon egg take started on July 7, 
and will continue every day until complete. Brood stock needs were approximately 200,000 fish. The 
hatchery is using about 15,000 thousand fish a day at their current pace.  An estimated 100,000 fish are 
inside the barrier net at this time.  New fish have been entering the SHA which are beyond the hatchery 
needs. Commercial fishing inside a portion of the SHA has been extended to catch newly arriving chum 
salmon and still maintain the hatchery brood stock. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 
7/7 was just over 1,725,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 444,000 chum salmon of that total.  


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is falling well short of the 1.15 million fish return forecast. Total 
harvest as of 7/7 in the Eshamy District is approximately 405,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF 
fishery. MBH is still attempting to capture brood fish this week. As of July 10, the hatchery has removed 
approximately 25,000 jack salmon and only been able to retain 2,254 large adults. These jack salmon are 
all males and average between 2 and 3 pounds. Main Bay was closed this period to try to increase the 
number of large adult salmon entering the brood area.  Eshamy Lake sockeye salmon stock is now 
starting to return which are not desired in the Main Bay hatchery brood.  


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery is very close to forecast. Approximately, 368,000 
chum salmon have been harvested as of 7/8. The chum harvest at AFK is starting to slow. 


 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/8 is approximately 475,000 fish, which is above forecast. 
Chum salmon are still arriving at that location. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Thursday, August 10, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


PWSAC has harvested just over 490,000 pink salmon for Cost Recovery (C/R) at this hatchery as of 
August 9. Run entry appears to be late and weaker than forecast. On August 9, there were 39.3% 
females in the cost recovery catch.  The C/R harvest on August 9, was just over 134,600 fish.  PWSAC 
anticipates completing C/R harvest on Friday, August 11.  


AFK Hatchery: 


As of August 9, just over 1,165,000 pink salmon have been harvested in the C/R fishery. On 
August 9, there were 39.9% females in the C/R harvest. The C/R harvest on August 9, was 
almost 245,000 fish. PWSAC anticipates completing the C/R harvest on Friday, August 11.  


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon arrival at Cannery Creek hatchery is steadily increasing. No cost recovery has 
occurred at this hatchery at this time and as such no female percentage data is available. The 
common property commercial harvest of Cannery Creek hatchery fish is over 1 million pink 
salmon, but otolith data lags several days so this number is not current. 


PWSAC 


As of August 10, PWSAC has recovered just over 88% of the revenue goal for pink salmon. Cost 
recovery fishing is anticipated being complete on Friday, August 11. Run entry is slightly behind 
normal and appears to be less than forecast at Cannery Creek and Wally Noerenberg 
hatcheries. 


 


 


 





		PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates






PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 


Monday, June 29, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The chum salmon return timing is continuing to be below the forecast return. The hatchery is estimating 
between 125,000 to 150,000 chum salmon in Lake Bay. Brood stock needs are approximately 200,000 
fish depending on the male to female ratio. About 10,000 fish are inside the barrier net at this time. Fish 
are still not interested in approaching close to the hatchery. It may take a few more days before they 
mature enough to approach the facility. A recommendation was made to ADF&G to liberalize the 
common property fishery since the cost recovery fishery is complete. Efforts to conserve the wild stock 
Coghill Lake sockeye salmon will also play into the amount of time and area allowed for the commercial 
fishery. The chum salmon harvest in the Coghill District as of 6/28 was 851,000 fish. PWSAC harvested 
444,000 chum salmon of that total.  


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return is lagging behind the 1.15 million fish return forecast. Total harvest 
as of 6/28 in the Eshamy District is approximately 232,000 sockeye salmon all caught in the CPF fishery. 
MBH is attempting to capture brood fish this week as the female percentage is approximately 50%. 


 


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery picked up last week, but is still behind forecast. 
Approximately, 179,000 chum salmon have been harvested as of 6/28. 


 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 6/28 is approximately 354,000 chum salmon.  
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Thursday, July 20, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The purse seine fleet was allowed into the WNH SHA to harvest excess chum salmon on Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday starting on July 15. The SHA is currently open to gill net fishing. The Coghill District 
will open to both gear types by regulation on July 21. The total harvest in the Coghill District as of July 
19, was just over 3.19 million chum salmon. PWSAC harvested over 467,000 chum salmon of that total 
for cost recovery and an additional 147,000 fish for brood stock. Chum salmon egg take was completed 
on July 19. The brood stock has been close to 75% female which resulted in less than anticipated fish 
needed to reach the egg take goal. The hatchery will continue to remove and process the remaining 
chum salmon in the brood holding area to reduce any straying that might occur.   


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The Main Bay sockeye salmon return to the Eshamy District is short of the 1.15 million fish return 
forecast. Total harvest as of 7/18 in the Eshamy District is approximately 467,000 sockeye salmon all 
caught in the CPF fishery. MBH completed capturing brood fish on the afternoon of Saturday, July 15.  
The hatchery removed just over 39,000 jack salmon and retained approximately 9,000 large adults. The 
Main Bay barrier net was removed on July 19, and the Main Bay Subsection including the THA, SHA, and 
AGZ were open to commercial fishing on Thursday, July 20.  


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery has slowed. The last harvest report was July 8. Pink 
salmon harvest in that area is increasing with most of the fish captured belonging to wild 
systems and the Valdez hatchery. Otolith samples will be collected from harvested salmon to 
judge the number of PWSAC fish entering the area. If PWSAC fish make up the majority of the 
fish caught the pink salmon cost recovery operation will begin. 


Port Chalmers: 


Total harvest of chum salmon as of 7/15 is approximately 513,000 fish, which is above forecast. 
The chum salmon harvest is slowing at that location as well. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, August 14, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


Run entry appears to be late and weaker than forecast. On August 11, there were 46% females in the 
cost recovery catch.  The C/R harvest on August 11, was just over 69,000 fish.  The hatchery has started 
collecting brood stock on August 12, and has just over 100,000 pink salmon behind the barrier seine as 
of August 14. This hatchery needs approximately 285,000 pink salmon for brood stock. 


AFK Hatchery: 


On August 11, there were 44% females in the C/R harvest. The C/R harvest on August 11, was 
just over 178,000 fish. The hatchery started collecting brood stock on August 12, and has 
approximately 80,000 pink salmon in the SHA, which is approximately the same amount that 
was left after the cost recovery fishery was completed. The common property fishery in the 
hatchery subdistricts stopped the run entry. A recent sample of fish harvested near the 
hatchery had 52% females in the catch. This hatchery needs 345,000 pink salmon for brood 
stock. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon brood stock at Cannery Creek hatchery has remained the same at 
approximately 200,000 pink salmon. The common property harvest of Cannery Creek hatchery 
fish in the Cannery Creek subdistrict has stopped additional run entry. It is anticipated that 
higher percentage female salmon will enter the Cannery Creek subdistrict now to finish the 
brood stock needs. This hatchery needs approximately 360,000 pink salmon for brood stock. 


PWSAC 


Run entry is slightly behind normal and appears to be less than forecast at Cannery Creek and 
Wally Noerenberg hatcheries. All three hatcheries (AFK, CCH, WNH) need brood stock at this 
time. It is anticipated that a higher percentage of females will be in fish collected from now on. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, September 4, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 69% complete on their egg 
take goal as of September 3. The female percentage has remained less than 40%, which has impacted 
the ability to reach the goal with the available brood. The egg take goal is 148 million pink salmon eggs. 
The hatchery has reported that there is still a small number of fish arriving, so it remains to be seen if 
some eggs will need to be transferred from the AFK hatchery to obtain this pink salmon egg goal. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The Annual Management Plans for AFK and WNH have been amended to allow some eggs to be taken at 
AFK hatchery and transferred to WNH if the WNH comes up short on their egg take goal. With that in 
mind, additional brood fish will be needed at the AFK hatchery to make up the potential short fall at 
WNH. The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 69% complete on 
their egg take goal. The hatchery is reporting less than 100,000 brood stock remaining. These remaining 
fish will be needed to make the goal for this hatchery, but may not be enough to provide eggs for WNH 
if they are short. The female percentage in the brood has improved to over 60% which will help meet 
the hatchery egg take goal. The egg take goal is 190 million pink salmon eggs. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The hatchery is 43% complete on their egg 
take goal. The female percentage in the brood stock has improved to 40%.  Extra fish will be needed to 
make the egg take goal at these low female percentages. It is anticipated that the fish holding in the THA 
will have a higher percentage of females. The egg take goal is 187 million pink salmon eggs.  


PWSAC 


Recent high water events have impacted the hatcheries brood stock. Many fish have keyed on small 
nearby streams and may not move to the hatchery. Those fish will be lost as brood stock reducing fish 
available for the hatcheries. The commercial harvest in the SW District still indicates a later than 
expected run entry with harvests still supporting the boats remaining. The majority of those fish from 
the last otolith mark recoveries indicated they were heading for Cannery Creek hatchery. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, July 24, 2017 


Chum Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The total harvest in the Coghill District as of July 23, is just over 3.4 million chum salmon.  PWSAC 
harvested just over 538,000 of that total. The Coghill District opens to both gear types by regulation as 
of July 21.  In addition, PWSAC used just over 147,000 fish for brood stock. Pink salmon are starting to 
arrive and preparations are being made to start the Pink salmon cost recovery operations. 


Main Bay Hatchery: 


The total harvest as of 7/21 in the Eshamy District is approximately 529,000 sockeye salmon all caught in 
the CPF fishery. A few sockeye salmon are still returning to the hatchery. With the brood stock secured 
at the hatchery the commercial fishery open area includes all of the THA and SHA.  


AFK Hatchery: 


The chum salmon fishery at AFK hatchery has slowed. The last harvest report was July 21, with 
just over 451,000 chum salmon harvested. Pink salmon harvest in that area is increasing. 
Otolith samples collected from harvested salmon are being processed. Pink salmon cost 
recovery is anticipated to start later this week.  


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


Very few pink salmon have arrived at Cannery Creek hatchery at this time. However, pink 
salmon in this area tend to be scattered small schools until later when they start to home into 
the hatchery. 
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PWSAC 2017 Fisheries Updates 
Monday, August 28, 2017 


Pink Salmon Update  
Wally Noerenberg Hatchery: 


The hatchery has approximately 240,000 pink salmon brood stock. This hatchery needs approximately 
300,000 pink salmon for brood stock. The hatchery crew started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The 
first day resulted in a 60% male and 40% female split and 8.7 million eggs placed into the incubators. 
The egg take goal is 148 million pink salmon eggs. 


AFK Hatchery: 


The hatchery has approximately 400,000 pink salmon in the SHA and THA. This hatchery needs a 
minimum of 350,000 pink salmon for brood stock. A request has been made to ADF&G to amend the 
Annual Management Plans for AFK and WNH to allow some eggs to be taken at AFK hatchery and 
transferred to WNH if the WNH comes up short on brood fish. With that in mind, additional brood fish 
will be needed at the AFK hatchery to make up the potential short fall at WNH. The hatchery crew 
started taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The first day also resulted in a 60% male and 40% female split 
and 5.3 million eggs placed into the incubators. The egg take goal is 190 million pink salmon eggs. 


Cannery Creek Hatchery: 


The pink salmon brood stock at Cannery Creek hatchery is now estimated to be over 400,000 pink 
salmon. This hatchery needs a minimum of 360,000 pink salmon for brood stock needs. Additional fish 
will be needed for creek escapement beyond the hatchery brood stock. The hatchery crew started 
taking eggs on Sunday, August 27. The first day resulted in a 68% male and 32% female split and 3.1 
million eggs placed into the incubators. The egg take goal is 187 million pink salmon eggs. 


PWSAC 


The first day of egg take at all three hatcheries has resulted in high male counts. AFK hatchery is also 
reporting lower than average eggs per female. Both of these situations will result in the need for more 
than the planned brood stock if these trends continue. 
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